THE   NEUTRALS
So Vienna failed even in her attempt to be at least polite at the last moment. It was like a scene on the films. The Austrian followed the Foreign Minister to Rome in order to inform him of the Ultimatum to Serbia a day before its presentation. The Minister was unable to receive him, and left Rome. Then the Austrian fell ill, and his guileless Councillor of Embassy caught the Minister at the seaside on the following day, when the latter was long since in possession of the whole story.
In point of fact, there was nothing more to be done. Both Salandra, the Premier, and San Giuliano, the Foreign Minister, the latter an old friend of Germany, the former an intriguer, declared: "Italy is neutral, because the Triple Alliance is defensive, whereas Vienna is taking the offensive against Belgrade; incidentally, under Article VII of the Treaty, we can claim compensation for any conquests calculated to strengthen Austria in the Balkans."
In no point did the German Government show itself more insistent or more sensible than in the messages which it sent daily to Vienna, urging it to offer Italy something quickly in order to ensure her support. In no point did Vienna show itself more greedy and more shortsighted. Von Flotow was so urgent that at last, on his own responsibility,  he  suggested Valona—only to  receive  a contemptuous refusal. Von Merey, on the other hand, gave his advice with growing vehemence against any offer, as tending only to increase Italy's demands; rising at last to these heights: '"That would be like calling to a friend who had fallen into the Danube: 'I am not going to pull you out; but if you get out by yourself you must give me compensation* " ^When Von Merey plunged into the raging torrent of this simile, no one helped him out. He failed to perceive that it was Austria who had insisted on leaping into the Danube, and now, as she was gliding rapidly towards Belgrade, called back cheerful assurances of her perfect contentment. At such games only the Nlbelungen can Reserve their patience. Herr von M^rey, however, is in
160est "as a Hohenzollern" in an almost threatening
